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• Skills for Jobs White paper (Lifelong Learning for Opportunity and 
Growth)

• Apprenticeships

Starts; Functional Skills Qualificationsconsultation; Incentives; 
Redundancy Support Service for Apprentices (ReSSA); NAW 2021

• Traineeships

Procurement, guidance, incentive payments
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APPRENTICESHIPS  Update
“Skills for Jobs” White Paper (Lifelong Learning for Opportunity and 
Growth)
Apprenticeships
• More starts from more employers
Recovery from coronavirus pandemic; address the fall in starts; smaller sized businesses important; young people; 5% co-investment 
stays; progression within and across occupations; transition from Traineeships, T levels 
• Improve the programme
Use of funding; levy transfer – pledge and online match (Aug.’21); sectors ( short term/project based, sector agencies; front load 
training (construction, health & social care); significant prior learning & duration (BOOTCAMPS 6 areas evaluation – nearest is HOTSW 
digital and technology); value for money (funding band new model)
• Raise quality
Confidence; toolkit/advice/guidance; Ofsted; celebrate and recognise completion and competence (certificate/graduation)

Traineeships 
• Improved and growth
Investment increase; response to impact of coronavirus pandemic; flexibilities; direct links to apprenticeships (sector specific content 
(align to standards) – e.g. growth sectors of construction, digital)

T Levels
• Roll out/embed as mainstream technical offer; option of choice (16-19 progress to skilled employment, higher tech. education); 

adaptations
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-apprenticeship-programme-response  (02/02/21)

Stats Release (28 Jan.’21): Apprenticeships and traineeships, Academic Year 2020/21 – Explore education statistics – GOV.UK (explore-
education-statistics.service.gov.uk)

• Starts 2020/21 (indicative Dec.’20)
National starts are c.25% down vs. 19/20.  Reductions in L2 and U19’s. 57% with levy accounts. 
SW at c.17,000 retain 11% contribution to national. G&W contributing 1 in 5 of SW starts. G&W have a slight skew to L2 and 16-24 vs. 
SW.

• Completions – Functional Skills
OFQUAL award of GCSE/A level and alternative arrangements covering VTQ consultations - closed 29/01/21.  

“Q3 Do you agree assessments for Functional Skills qualifications should be permitted to go ahead where they can be delivered in line 
with public health measures, including remotely, from April onwards, and otherwise be awarded through alternative arrangements set 
by Ofqual? “

• Traineeships

Notice of Awards letters issued.  V3 guidance issued 27/01/21 - Employer agreement within.

Work placement incentive payment – work placement dates determine (09/20 – 07/21); direct to employer & outside of AS account; 
claim via GOV.UK (need info. from provider – ULN, placement dates & postcode); 90 days to payment (plan to be quicker)
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• ReSSA 

c.1,400 redundancies (08/20 – 12/20); 800 applicants. 1,000 employers on vacancy sharing, >130 SW employers with “live” vacancies 
Stakeholder pack for use in communications Education Skills Funding Agency (apprenticeships.gov.uk)

• Apprentiecship new recruit incentive (starts August’20 – end-March’21)

>20,000 starts claimed from >7,000 employers. First payments recieved

• National Apprentiecship Week 2021 – “Build the Future”. 8th – 14th February 2021

Supporter guide (toolkit) Apprenticeships - National Apprenticeship Week 2021 8 to 14 February (publishing.service.gov.uk)

Queries - The.Week@education.gov.uk
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• Consultation on how GCSE, AS and A level grades should be awarded in summer 2021
joint consultation with Ofqual on how GCSE, AS and A level grades should be awarded in summer 2021. Period 15th January to Friday 
29 January (close 11.45pm). views of students who were due to take their exams, their parents and carers, their teachers, school and 
college leaders and others who have an interest, including further and higher education providers, and employers.

• T level - CDF providers Work Experience Placement 2020/21: Minister letter January 2021
Where college or other provider is unable to deliver a work experience placement as part of a study programme they will still receive 
their full funding allocation if they continue to deliver the planned hours by replacing the work experience with other eligible activity 
relevant to the student’s study programme. CDF guidance will be updated to reflect this.



Apprenticeship service - support for employers 
Support videos for employers YouTube links: 

What is the apprenticeship service https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWUFLAAc4TY&list=PLMNv
QX_aIOux3SdHgg3Iw8D8dPrVHbMY7&index=3

Registering an account on the apprenticeship 
service

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NC3RzRrvgoc&list=PLMNvQ
X_aIOux3SdHgg3Iw8D8dPrVHbMY7&index=2

Adding users, PAYE schemes and organisations 
to an account

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Kwz7sI5K1E&list=PLMNvQ
X_aIOux3SdHgg3Iw8D8dPrVHbMY7&index=4

Reserving apprenticeship funds https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCJxL2ncIrg&list=PLMNvQX
_aIOux3SdHgg3Iw8D8dPrVHbMY7&index=5

Adding an apprentice to an account https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DMTHDcrz64&list=PLMNv
QX_aIOux3SdHgg3Iw8D8dPrVHbMY7&index=6

How to apply for an incentive payment for 
hiring a new apprentice 
(service demonstration starts at 7 mins 15 secs 
and finishes at 18 mins and 49 secs)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nx-
YRl1xsEE&list=PLMNvQX_aIOuzq-
Fow_ApX_AdtZTQbPiQp&index=3

Queries about the apprenticeship service: T: 08000 150 600
(8am – 8pm everyday) W: help.apprenticeships.education.gov.uk

E: helpdesk@manage-apprenticeships.service.gov.uk 


